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was made Inca of Cuzco.   Once the empire was thus
divided its doom was spelled. Hitherto each sporadic
revolution had been confined to a certain district and
to a small portion of the community, and the upris-
ings had been easily crushed. But now the entire
empire was split into two factions. Each of the two
brothers was jealous of the other's power; open war
between them broke out, and although Huascar was
killed and Atahualpa was victoriouss Ms triumph
brought about Ms own downfall and death. By de-
ceit and trickery he was made a prisoner by Pizarro
who promised him his liberty in return for a vast
ransom in precious metals* But when the greater
part of the treasure had been handed over to the
Spaniards,^ they violated their pledges and executed
the betrayed Inca on the flimsy pretext that it was
just punishment for having caused the death of
Huascar.
In most cases the Dons grossly exaggerated the
amount of treasure or loot they obtained from their
conquests. But no man could exaggerate the amount
of riches in the possession of the Ineas. The quan-
tity of gold they had accumulated was almost incred-
ible, and even the Spaniards, already accustomed to
finding wealth beyond their wildest dreams, could not
believe their eyes when they looked upon the stupen-
dous quantities of gold, silver and gems in the Incan
temples and palaces. The woodwork of the Temple
of the Sun at Pachacamae was fastened together with
gold nails and when, at Pizarro's orders, these were
^ The ransom paid over consisted of sufficient gold to fill a roorn^ measuring
nine by seventeen by twenty-two feet with twice the amount in silver in ad-
dition.